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An Unexpected Result

1 University of Michigan (2022)   2 CDC (2022)

1 21 2

*excludes marijuana



Å Recognize the synthetic drug landscapetransition & impact on youth

Å Understandthe findings from{ƻƴƎ ŦƻǊ /ƘŀǊƭƛŜΩǎyouth fentanyl survey research

Å Identify misperception of harmamong young Americans, leading to increased risk

Å Examine the important role that targeted awareness campaignshave in reducing this risk

Å Obtainresourcesavailable to raise awareness and identify opportunities for use in practice
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Objectives

bh¢9Υ CƻǊ ǇǳǊǇƻǎŜǎ ƻŦ ǘƘƛǎ ǇǊŜǎŜƴǘŀǘƛƻƴ ŀƴŘ ǊŜŀŘŀōƛƭƛǘȅΣ ŀƴȅ ǊŜŦŜǊŜƴŎŜ ǘƻ άŦŜƴǘŀƴȅƭέ ōǊƻŀŘƭȅ ŀǇǇƭƛŜǎ ǘƻ ǘƘŜ ŎŀǘŜƎƻǊȅ ƻŦ ŘǊǳƎǎteǊƳŜŘ άsynthetic opioid analgesics other than 
methadone, including drugs such as fentanyl and tramadol (MCD: T40.4). There is no systemic determination of illicit fentanyl-involved deaths vs. those involving pharmaceutical 
grade fentanyl; ƳƻǊǘŀƭƛǘȅ ŀƴŘ ƻǘƘŜǊ ŘƛǎŎǳǎǎƛƻƴ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ ǇǳōƭƛŎ ǎǉǳŀǊŜ ƛǎ ƎŜƴŜǊŀƭƭȅ ŘŜǎŎǊƛōŜŘ ŀǎ ΨǇǊƛƳŀǊƛƭȅ ŦŜƴǘŀƴȅƭ ŀƴŘ ƛǘǎ ŀƴŀƭƻƎǎ ŀƴŘ ǇǊƛƳŀǊƛly ƛƭƭƛŎƛǘΩΦ  aŀƴȅ ŘŜŀǘƘǎ ƛƴǾƻƭǾŜ ƳǳƭǘƛǇƭŜ 
substances; unless otherwise noted, fentanyl-involved deaths represents any death with reported MCD T40.4, regardless of other substances involved. 



Farm-to-Lab Synthetics Deception/The Unexpected
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A New Landscape

3 DEA (2022)
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Youth are Disproportionately Impacted

2 CDC (2022)

2 2

Growth in Drug-induced Death
2021 vs. 2018

% Fentanyl-involvement in Drug-induced Death
2021

άŦŜƴǘŀƴȅƭ ƻƴƭȅέ Υ ƴƻ ƻǘƘŜǊ ƻǇƛƻƛŘǎΣ ŎƻŎŀƛƴŜ, benzos, amphetamines

άŦŜƴǘŀƴȅƭ Ҍέ Υ ŦŜƴǘŀƴȅƭ Ҍ ƻǘƘŜǊ ǎǳōǎǘŀƴŎŜ



Å Commissioned by Song for Charlie and executed by Breakwater Strategy online August 2022

Å In addition to questions on fentanyl & counterfeit pill knowledge, questions were asked on mental 
health, substance use motivations, peer perceptions, & social media. (backup)

Å Nationwide sample of 1,500 Young Americans aged 13-24; n=612 Teens (13-17)                                    
and n=888 Young Adults (18-24)

Å Margin of error of plus or minus 2.5 percentage points at the 95% confidence level

Å Quotas and weights were used to ensure age cohort national demographic representation

Å ά!ǿŀǊŜέΣ άYƴƻǿƭŜŘƎŜŀōƭŜέΣ ϧ ά5ŀƴƎŜǊƻǳǎέ ǊŜŦŜǊ ǘƻ ǊŜǎǇƻƴǎŜǎ ƻŦ тҌ ƻǳǘ ƻŦ мл

Å /ƻƳǇŀǊƛǎƻƴǎ ǘƻ нлнм ŀǊŜ ōŀǎŜŘ ƻƴ Řŀǘŀ ŦǊƻƳ άResearch on Dangers of Counterfeit Drugs Among Teens 
ŀƴŘ ¸ƻǳƴƎ !Řǳƭǘǎέcommissioned by Snap Inc. & executed by Morning Consult, 10.2021
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Youth Survey Research4

4  Song for Charlie (2022)

https://www.songforcharlie.org/post/song-for-charlie-youth-fentanyl-survey-fall-20224

https://www.songforcharlie.org/post/song-for-charlie-youth-fentanyl-survey-fall-2022
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The Knowledge Gap4

4 Song for Charlie (2022)
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Q: How Dangerous is it?4 - A Misperception of Harm

*12x more fentanyl-involved deaths 
than cocaine in 2021 for this age group 2

*15x more fentanyl-involved deaths 
than heroin in 2021 for this age group 2

4 Song for Charlie (2022)  2 CDC (2022)
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Convert a Risk Factor into a Protective Factor

Å άIƛǎǘƻǊƛŎŀƭƭȅΣ ŀƴ ƛƴŘƛǾƛŘǳŀƭϥǎ ǇŜǊŎŜǇǘƛƻƴ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ Ǌƛǎƪǎ 
associated with substance use has been an 
important determinant of whether he or she 
engages in substance use.For example, youths who 
perceive high risk of harm are less likely to use drugs 
ǘƘŀƴ ȅƻǳǘƘǎ ǿƘƻ ǇŜǊŎŜƛǾŜ ƭƻǿ Ǌƛǎƪ ƻŦ ƘŀǊƳΦέ 6

Å άtǊƻǾƛŘƛƴƎ ȅƻǳƴƎ ŀŘǳƭǘǎ ǿƛǘƘ ŎǊŜŘƛōƭŜΣ ŀŎŎǳǊŀǘŜΣ ŀƴŘ 
relevant information about the harm associated 
with substance use is a key component in prevention 
ǇǊƻƎǊŀƳƳƛƴƎΦέ 7

Å ά¸ƻǳƴƎ !Řǳƭǘǎ ŀǊŜ ƭŜŀǎǘ ŎƻƴŎŜǊƴŜŘ ŀōƻǳǘ ǘƘŜ 
consequences of prescription drug misuse. They 
believe that these substances are generally used for 
legitimate purposes, and thus are not as harmful as 
ƻǘƘŜǊ ǎǳōǎǘŀƴŎŜǎΦέ 8

ά¢ƘƻǎŜ ǿƘƻ ƪƴƻǿ ǘƘŜ ŘŀƴƎŜǊǎ ƻŦ ŦŜƴǘŀƴȅƭ ŀǊŜ significantly
ƭŜǎǎ ƭƛƪŜƭȅ ǘƻ ŎƻƴǎƛŘŜǊ ƳƛǎǳǎƛƴƎ wȄ ŘǊǳƎǎ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ ŦǳǘǳǊŜέ 5

6 Lipari (2016)   7Palmgreen (2016)   8SAMHSA (2019)  4 Song for Charlie (2022)  5 Song for Charlie (2022)
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Raise Awareness Fast... Where they are, in their language
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Warn the Kids  - (not on your website in adult speak)

Å Primary prevention resources lag the 
synthetic shift

Å Must reach the universalpopulation 
at least down to middle school

Å Fentanyl & counterfeit knowledge 
critical (+ signs of an OD, Naloxone)  

CDC (12.15.2022): ɈUrgent efforts to prevent overdose deaths among adolescents are 
needed and includeɎeducating about dangers of ϥMFs and counterfeit pills.ɉ9

9 Tanz(2022)



Song for Charlie

Å http://www.songforcharlie.org

Å Impact Videos & PSAs

Å Posters/Flyers/Soc. Media Assets

Å Middle School/High School Toolkit

Å College Toolkit

Å Facts about Fentanyl

Å Current Data

Å Find us @Song for Charlie on: Snap, FB, 
Insta, TikTok, YouTube, Twitter, Pinterest, 
LinkedIn

Other Resources
Å CADCA: Practical Theorist on Fentanyl
Å U.S. Dept of Ed: Knowing the Facts About Fentanyl
Å U.S. Dept of Ed: Preventing and Addressing Fentanyl Use
Å Ad Council: Drop the F Bomb
Å Ad Council: Real Deal on Fentanyl
Å !Ř /ƻǳƴŎƛƭΥ t{!Ωǎκ!ǎǎŜǘǎ
Å DEA: One Pill Can Kill
Å CDC: Stop Overdose
Å Arizona SACLAZ: Fentanyl Toolkit
Å King County, WA: Talk Even If
Å King County, WA: Laced & Lethal
Å Connecticut Prevention: You Think You Know 
Å Oregon/Idaho HIDTA: Community Threat Bulletin
Å Oregon Health Authority: School Toolkit
Å Beaverton S.D.: Fake & Fatal
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Resources

https://www.songforcharlie.org/
https://www.songforcharlie.org/video-resources
https://www.songforcharlie.org/school-flyers-posters
https://www.songforcharlie.org/toolkit
https://www.songforcharlie.org/college-toolkit
https://www.songforcharlie.org/facts-about-fentanyl
https://www.songforcharlie.org/data
https://www.cadca.org/news/new-practical-theorist-fentanyl-available
https://safesupportivelearning.ed.gov/events/webinar/lessons-field-webinar-part-1-knowing-facts-about-fentanyl
https://safesupportivelearning.ed.gov/events/webinar/lessons-field-webinar-part-2-preventing-and-addressing-fentanyl-use
https://dropthefbomb.com/
https://realdealonfentanyl.com/
https://www.adcouncil.org/campaigns/youth-fentanyl-awareness
https://www.dea.gov/onepill
https://www.cdc.gov/stopoverdose/index.html
https://saclaz.org/toolkit/
https://talkevenif.com/
https://www.lacedandlethal.com/
https://www.youthinkyouknowct.org/
http://oridhidta.org/fentanyl-information
https://www.oregon.gov/oha/PH/PREVENTIONWELLNESS/SUBSTANCEUSE/OPIOIDS/Documents/FentanylOpioidResponseToolkit.pdf
https://www.beaverton.k12.or.us/departments/communications-community-involvement/fake-and-fatal
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Thank You!

realtalk@songforcharlie.org
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